94                   ILLUSIONS OF PERCEPTION.

A more palpable source of error resides in the risk
of the formation of an inappropriate preperception. If
a wrong mental, image happens to have been formed
and vividly entertained, and if the actual impression
fits in to a certain extent with this independently
formed preperception,' we may have a fusion of the
two which exactly simulates the form of a complete
percept. Thus, for example, in the case just supposed,
if another person, bearing some resemblance to our
expected friend, chances to come into view, we may
probably stumble into the error of. taking one person
for another.

On the physical side,, we may, agreeably to the
hypothesis mentioned above, express this result by
saying that,, owing to a partial identity in the nervous
processes involved in the anticipatory image and the
impression, the two tend to run one into the other,, con-
stituting one continuous process.

There are different ways in which this independent
activity of the imagination may falsify our perceptions.
Thus, we may voluntarily choose to entertain a certain
image for the moment, and to look at the impression
in a particular way, and within certain limits such capri-
cious selection of an interpretation' is effectual in giving
a special significance to an impression. Or the process
of independent preperception may go on apart from our
volitions, and perhaps in spite of these, in which case
the illusion has something of the irresistible necessity

person and the execution of a movement in response. u It is found,"
says "Wundt, " by these experiments that the exact moment at which
a sense-impression is perceived depends on the amount of preparatory
self-accommodation of attention." (See Wuudt, Pliysiologinche Psycho-
logie, ch. xix., especially p. 735. et seq.)